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the cliff over which the cataract of Niagara
plunges into the gorge of Niagara River, and
it is also over this terrace that the Brie Canal
descends at Lockport. The surface of this
region is slightly undulating, with a gentle
slope towards the lake. Extending from the
southeast point of Lake Ontario to the Hud-
son River in the vicinity of Albany is the
low, narrow valley of the Mohawk River,
characterized by its nearly level slope. It is
the only natural east-west highway through
the Appalachian range, and afforded the
natural route for the construction of the
Erie Canal, to which New York owes so much
of its industrial prosperity. Long Island is a
part of the coastal plain and is low and
nearly level.
Rivers and Lakes. The drainage of New
York is nearly as complex as its surface.
With the exception of the northeastern
counties, the eastern part is drained through
the Hudson River, which is the most impor-
tant stream wholly within the state. Its chief
tributary, the Mohawk, waters the central
portion. The northeastern portion is drained
through Lake Charnplain into the Saint Law-
rence; the northern counties are drained by
numerous rivers directly into this stream,
while the lake shore plain contains a few
short rivers flowing into lakes Ontario and
Erie. The Delaware and the Susquehanna
have their sources a little east of the center.
The extreme southwestern part is drained
through the Allegheny River into the Ohio,
and thence to the Mississippi. Many of the
streams contain deep gorges and beautiful
waterfalls. Chief among the latter are Niag-
ara Falls, Glens Falls and Watkins Glen;
the falls of the Genesee River; Taughannock
Falls, near Cayuga Lake, the highest in the
state, having a fall of 210 feet, and the falls
of the Mohawk, where it enters the Hudson,
near Cohoes.
New York contains a large number of
lakes, either wholly or partly within its
boundaries. Located in the Adirondack re-
gion, in the region just to the south of it
and in the central part of the state, are hun-
dreds of lakes of all sizes, adding much to
its scenic beauty. Worthy of note in the
eastern part is Lake George, about forty
miles in length. In the plateau region, di-
rectly south of Lake Ontario, is a group of
long, narrow, navigable lakes called the Fin-
ger Lakes, nearly parallel to one another,
with their greatest length from north to
 south. The most important of these are
Cayuga, Seneca, Canandaigua, Onondaga
and Keuka. To the northeast of these is
Lake Oneida, and in the southwestern part
of the state is Chautauqua Lake, noted as a
summer resort.
Climate. The climate is varied, with a
range wider than that of any of the other
Atlantic states. Those portions which are
under the influence of ocean, sound and lake
winds are more even in temperature. Other
regions suffer severely from the early frosts
of autumn and the late frosts of spring, from
extremes of heat in summer and of cold in
winter. In the Adirondack region the sum-
mer is delightful, but the winters are long
and severe. The mean annual temperature of
the state is 47°; the average annual precipi-
tation is about forty-one inches.
Mineral Resources. In the Adirondack
region there are valuable deposits of iron
ore, the annual yield of which is about 1,-
500,000 tons in favorable years. The greater
part of the output is taken from the mines
along the southeastern shore of Lake Cham-
plain. Among the states, New York is fifth
in the production of iron ore. Clay suitable
for the manufacture of brick, tile, pottery,
terra cotta and porcelain is found in abun-
dance along the Hudson and in Long Island,
and the annual value of clay products ex-
ceeds $18,000,000. There are also profitable
quarries yielding granite, limestone, marble,
trap rock and sandstone, the yearly produc-
tion being valued at about $7,000,000. In
the output of its quarries New York is next
to Pennsylvania, and Vermont. Over 9,000,-
000 barrels of Portland cement are produced
annually, and in this commodity New York
ranks with the first five states. New York
and Michigan are the two leading salt states;.
both states have been producing over 10,-
000,000 barrels annually for years, and the
output of New York has reached over 14,-
000,000 barrels. In the mining of gypsum
and the production of fibrous talc New York
ranks first among the states, and it is also
a leading state in the production of alum-
inum, emery, abrasive garnet, graphite, mill-
stones, feldspar, iron pyrite and infusorial
earth. Other important mineral resources
include crude petroleum and natural gas
with an annual value of over $15,000,000.
The Saratoga mineral springs are world-
famous, and are being developed by the state
government. There are about forty similar

